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Introduction 

 
I would like to start this issue by wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year and may your desires become reality. As you might have noticed, and I do hope 
so! The Finial has taken on a different look. By chance and conversation through a friend I 
have found professional printers who are willing to accept The Finial with its low print run. 
At this point I would like to reassure those of you, doubting Thomas’s that the subscription 
will not be changing for the foreseeable future. I must say that I am over the moon not 
having to print and collate all the pages anymore. There is one more change that I am 
introducing after a number of comments from members, and that is the postage charge paid 
by the Club Auction vendors to send buyers their purchases, this has been scrapped and the 
buyer will have a one off payment of five pounds postage to receive their purchases. 
 
I would like to give an apology to Mr M. and Thomson, Roddick & Medcalf Auctioneers 
for not including their sale review. I receive about 40 catalogues a month and thought I had 
it, only to realise that I hadn’t and it was all too late. It will be reviewed in the next issue. 

Daniel. 
-o-o-o-o-o-o- 

 
Obituary 

 
I am deeply saddened to deliver the news, for those who have not heard, of the passing away 
of Arthur Girling Grimwade FSA. He died peacefully on 21st November 2002 in his 90th 
year. He is known to most of us through his excellent reference book ‘London Goldsmiths 
1697-1837’. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
A Member has asked for help, as he cannot attribute these marks on a set of cast teaspoons 
that he has recently acquired. The casting is not up to the standard that one would expect on 
a London set and there is faint pitting on the rougher parts. They certainly have the 
appearance and feel of 18th century silver. It has been suggested that they could have 
originated from Malta or they are provincial? 
 

 
 

       
 
Any suggestions for further research, would be gratefully received. 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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Examples of Re-Imported Marks On Flatware? 

 
By Anthony Dove F. R. S. A. 

 
 
Of the items illustrated (figure 1) the table fork was one of eight similarly marked (figure 2), 
so it cannot be regarded as a solitary aberration or mistake. They were assayed at London in 
1834/35 with the mark of John, Henry and Charles Lias over striking another (similar on all 
eight). The duty mark of William IV is incorporated in the "stub" with the hallmarks, but 
underneath the Lias punch is an additional head, that of Queen Victoria (figure 3). This can 
be dated specifically to the assay year 1839/40 as it was the second head created for her by 
John Smith (1) the first being very unsatisfactory (she was probably not amused by it!). 
Unlike coinage, where the Queen's head ages with her, the final version, by William Wyon, 
of 1840/41 (2) stayed with silver until duty was abolished in 1890. A favourite tale of some 
dealers is to refer to the "young queen's head" thereby implying a date early in her reign. It 
would be quite safe to challenge them to produce an "old" head, as none exist on silver!!  
 

   
    Figure 1.         Figure 2. 
 
What reason could there be for this additional duty? An important point to bear in mind is 
that this mark existed for one reason and one reason only - to act as a receipt of the duty. 
Therefore its appearance on these forks must relate to that. When silver was exported, this 
was refunded and if re-imported at a later date had to be repaid. It is possible in this 
instance, as there could have been a large service so marked and therefore a considerable 
sum involved, that the owner might have insisted on a formal receipt on all the items. If the 
above reason is correct these forks must have been exported sometime after 29th May 1834 
and re-imported into England between 29th May 1839 and 28th May 1840.  
 

 
       Figure 3. 
 
The curious marks on the sauce ladle (figure 4), assayed at Edinburgh in 1826, may well 
have the same explanation. The George IV duty head is separate from the stub but a smaller 
version can be seen in its centre (figure 5). This latter mark was struck so deliberately and 
precisely that it is hard to believe that it can have been an error. If the two duties had been 
the same size this could have been a mis-struck punch. However, in this instance the fact 
that the additional one was smaller suggests that it was intended to be readily seen. It is, of 
course, possible that this additional duty could be a form of exportation (drawback) mark, 
but as the SOLE purpose of the duty head was to act as a RECEIPT of payment this would 
seem unlikely. 
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     Figure 4.                   Figure 5. 
 
I would be very grateful for any comments members may have on these marks.  
 
Notes 
1. "Heads you win" by Susan Hare - The Goldsmiths' Review - 1984/85 (page 18, ill.5). 
2. Goldsmiths' Review (op. cit. page 18, ill.8).  
Acknowledgements  
I would like to thank Daniel Bexfield and Michael Golding for the illustrations used here.  
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
 

Robert Gray of Glasgow Or Are They? (Continued) 
 

By Walter Brown 
 
Whether or not any members have been able to respond to my question in the last “Finial”, I 
can add a small amount myself  
 
I was delighted to be able to visit Nicholas Shaw in his magnificent new shop in Petworth in 
early November (an experience to be recommended to any member!) and he showed me a 
superb Hanoverian rat-tail basting spoon (or hash spoon as it is called in Scotland) with the 
maker’s mark RG in a shaped punch exactly as on the spoons I obtained from the Gubbins 
sale, together with typical Glasgow provincial marks. The initials on the underside of the 
top of the stem were typical of the early 18th century, but were not the same as on my 
spoons.  
 
Nicholas then showed me a further set of six Hanoverian rat-tail table spoons with the same 
“RG in a shaped punch” mark, but in this case with no engraving at the top of the stem (and, 
on a quick inspection, no obvious signs of an erasure).  
 
The fact that there is such a variation in engraving of initials seems to dispose of the theory 
that these spoons were ‘one-off’ items, made to replace items from, or to add to, an existing 
earlier service. In addition, I would now ask if any member has seen any item, other than a 
Hanoverian rat-tail spoon (of whatever size) marked with the “RG in a shaped punch” mark 
(the piece quoted in Jackson against this mark is a hash spoon – perhaps the one that 
Nicholas Shaw now has?). If not, it does seem to add to the evidence that there could have 
been an unknown Glasgow spoonmaker with initials RG working in the early 18th century.  
 
One last plea – did any member actually buy Lot 269 of the Gubbins sale, which included a 
Scottish fiddle pattern teaspoon by Robert Gray. For some unknown reason I did not look at 
this at the preview (there was so much to see I simply missed it!) but I would very much 
like to know what RG mark was on it. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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Puzzle Corner 

 
By David Whitbread 

 
 
My archaeologist son-in-law is one of the Directors of an excavation at Bamburgh Castle in 
Northumberland, which gives us a good excuse for the occasional visit to that lovely part of 
the country. I keep hoping that the dig will turn up a spoon or two on which I can show off 
my limited knowledge but so far the nearest they have managed is the object I illustrate 
which has defeated me. Approximately 3.5 centimetres long, it is made of a copper alloy 
and I am told that it was found in a mediaeval context, but could be earlier given the long 
history of the site. Since its bowl gives it the appearance of a miniature folding spoon I 
thought it might not be unreasonable to see whether any of the more knowledgeable fellow 
members have ideas which I can pass on, or maybe even actually know for certain what it is.  
 
 

         
 
 
I cannot add much by way of description beyond what I hope is apparent from the 
illustrations. It appears to have been cast in two pieces but with the "handle" end then beaten 
to fold it over the pin that forms a hinge joining the two parts. The spur that rises from the 
handle may perhaps have been broken off at the end and could possibly originally have been 
longer so I am not sure whether it fixed the "handle" to something else (wood? leather?) or 
had some other function. Without the spur I might more easily have assumed that this was a 
small measuring spoon.  
 
 

     
 
 
I have wondered whether it might be part of some sort of clasp (but cannot visualise how 
that might have worked) or perhaps a bit of some more complex mechanism. But again, in 
its original shiny state I suppose it might simply have had some purely decorative function. 
However, I cannot help thinking of it as a spoon. 
 
Anyhow, over to my fellow members in the hope that somebody has the answer. 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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‘Newcastle v Edinburgh – Langlands v Leslie’ 

 
By Derek Fry 

 
 
I was fortunate enough to secure Lot No. 1881 in the July 2002 Club Postal Auction.  The marks on 
this teaspoon were illustrated in the auction catalogue but I produce them again as the basis for this 
discussion – see Figure 1. 
 
The catalogue description was appropriately cautious in ascribing the spoon to “Newcastle 
probably” and “John Langlands I probably”.  The incuse Duty Head dates the spoon to the limited 
period in which this was used but, for those years, the Newcastle mark consisted of three separate 
turrets – two over one, all in the same plane – in a simple shield with sides curving to a pointed base 
(Jackson1 page 495 – All further page numbers are referring to this source).  This is nothing like the 
mark on the spoon which has perspective with two turrets in front of and almost if not actually 
overlapping the third turret in the background – this in a rectangular punch.  This is very like the 
mark for Edinburgh on page 550.  (The only other similar mark, that for Exeter, has the central 
turret in front of the other two in a shield with vertical sides and a rounded or very bluntly pointed 
base – see page 295.) 
 
The only mark for John Langlands I alone with a pellet in a rectangular punch is small and dated to 
1758 on page 500.  Might he have still been using this mark on small items such as teaspoons in 
1784 even though there are (page 502) several other marks for him alone and in partnership dated to 
years up to and including 1784?  Is John Langlands I known to have had work assayed in 
Edinburgh? 

 
 
It is possibly not valid to differentiate on relatively small features of the Maker’s mark, which could 
be distorted at the time of striking and/or by subsequent wear.  However the diameter of the pellet 
in the printed mark that I have just referred to is barely one third the total gap between the uprights 
of the I and L and the bases of these letters do not approach closely immediately under the pellet.  
The mark on the spoon does have a somewhat larger pellet and the letter bases have only a small 
gap between them.  So is this an unrecorded mark of John Langlands or is it the mark of another I 
L?  A Maker’s mark with these features is depicted (in conjunction with various other marks) on 
page 584 for John Leslie marking in Aberdeen from 1774 to 1821.  It is notable that none of the 
Aberdeen marks shown in Jackson include a Duty Head.  Might John Leslie (and other Aberdeen 
makers) have had work assayed in Edinburgh in 1784 – 86 when duty was introduced? Is he more 
likely to have done so than John Langlands of Newcastle? 
 
The questions I have posed throughout this little article are not rhetorical – they embody my 
speculative thinking based on research limited to the one source and I really would appreciate 
comments from members who are knowledgeable about these makers and towns.  In case it is of 
significance, the spoon is Old English in style with a relatively substantial (though not elongated) 
single drop and, on the back of the stem end, a hint of a pip but a definite rib/ridge extending at 
least to the Duty mark. 

 
Reference: 

1. Jackson’s Silver & Gold Marks; (Ed. Ian Pickford); Antique Collectors’ Club; 1989 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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When Was The Fly Press First Used 

For Marking Teaspoons? 
 

By Derek Fry 
 
 
Four related topics concerning the dating of innovations in the marking of spoons have been 
variously touched upon or more fully discussed in comments and articles in The Finial over 
the years – they are: 
 

1. The use of the fly press;  
2. The move from bottom to top marking; 
3. The consistent use of Date Letters;  
4. The introduction of the Duty Mark and its change from incuse to cameo form. 

 
This item is not an erudite contribution to that discussion.  It is an appeal by a semi-novice 
collector of small spoons for clarification of the point of my title, which I still do not grasp 
despite repeatedly reading the relevant contributions to The Finial.  
 
I appreciate that the discussion of these issues is complicated by differences between: 

• marking of spoons and other silverware; 
• marking of small and larger spoons; 
• London and other assay offices. 

 
While I am interested in these wider aspects, for the sake of clarity in explaining what is 
puzzling me I shall refer only to the marking of teaspoons at the London office. 
 
Anthony B. L. Dove1 refers to “… the use of the stub or combination punch” and, 
commenting on the reference to the use of engines to mark silver (in the Assay Office 
Committee book on 1st March 1753) he says  “I am unaware of examples of flatware so 
marked before 1781 when the stub was introduced.” Ian McAlpine2 refers to the 
introduction sometime in the f date letter year of “marks composed of two or more punches 
combined in a row and applied by machinery.  These ‘stub marks’ comprised in the case of 
small spoons a date letter … followed by the sterling lion passant guardant.”  
 
However, David McKinley3 in stating “There is a clear teaspoon stub (sic), as opposed to a 
double mark punch, for the year 1786…” seems to distinguish between “double marks on 
single punches” and a “stub” and, by reference to illustrations of the latter’s use on actual 
spoons (Lion Passant Guardant; Date Letter l; cameo Duty Mark), concludes that “it can, 
therefore, be established that the fly press was first used to mark teaspoons in 1786.” Herein 
lies the essence of my problem!    
 
What have I missed or misunderstood here?  Is there some essential difference between a 
“double mark punch” and a “stub” that is discernable in the records (be they Court Book 
margin prints or mark plates) and in the resultant marks on spoons?  Is it simply that the 
stub has three or more marks? – If so, could not a “double mark punch” have been applied 
by a fly press?   Is it that “punch” marks (single or double) have to be applied by hand while 
a stub is specifically for use in the fly press?  It does seem that “stub” (albeit alternatively 
described in terms of “punch” by 1 & 2  above) is only used by these and other writers in the 
context of mechanical marking.  Is the “double mark punch” not a “combination punch” or 
“stub” and, if not, again how does one tell? 
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As I understand it the evidence for mechanical marking is the neat alignment of marks in a 
fixed sequence and identical from spoon to spoon - barring the effects of wear and, perhaps, 
occasional mis-strikes.  The “double mark punch” impressions on two teaspoons by 
different makers (Date Letter i - 1784; Lion Passant) depicted in David McKinley’s Figure 5 
exhibit these features (see Reference 3) – so how does one know that they (or, indeed, the 
even earlier example of the “double mark” with f for 1781 in his Figure 2) were not applied 
with a fly press?    
 
David McKinley3 refers to the roles of Thomas and John Pingo in the development of the 
fly press and engraving of punches indicating that this method of mechanical marking had 
been successfully demonstrated and available from 1757; but do we know if the fly press 
was demonstrated applying single, double or multiple marks? Furthermore he indicates that 
“fly press marks” (sometimes in two sizes – possibly, it is suggested, suitable for larger and 
smaller spoons respectively) appear printed in the Court Book or impressed on mark plates 
from 1760 (though only in larger format for some years).  Were other than fly press marks 
also recorded in 1760 and subsequent years or only “fly press marks”?  Was the fly press 
really demonstrated on spoons and approved for use in 1757 and then not actually used on 
any spoons before 1781 or on teaspoons before 1786 (see my italicised quotations above)?   
I can understand that the application of three or more marks from a single stub might date 
from about 1786 and coincide with, if not account for, the change to cameo Duty Head and 
the shift to top marking; but surely this does not preclude the fly press having been used on 
teaspoons with “double mark punches” before that date or even to apply some single marks 
even earlier? 
 
References: 

1. Anthony B.L.Dove F.R.S.A.; “ The duty mark and stub”; The Finial; Vol. 11/01; 
August/September 2000; p 4. 

2. Ian McAlpine; “The Hallmarking of Small London Spoons 1776 – 1795”; The Finial; 
Volume 12/01; August/ September 2001; pp 4 – 7. 

3. David McKinley; “The Fly Press”; The Finial; Volume 12/05; April/May 2002; pp 150 – 
153.  

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
 

Reversed Hallmarks on 1815 London Flatware 
 

By Ian McAlpine, M.A. 
 
Recently I noted two 1815 ‘U’ London salt spoons, one teaspoon and one dessert spoon by 
different makers on which the hallmarks read vertically from bowl to pip rather than from 
pip to bowl. All four pieces carried the flat-based duty mark used from 1st September 1815 
to 28th May 1816. Curiously the leopard’s head on the dessert spoon had a minute capitol 
letter ‘F’ directly below the chin. 
 
Have ‘reversed’ marks been noted on vertically marked London flatware from other dates 
during the late Georgian period and does anyone know the significance of the letter ‘F’ on 
the dessert spoon? Have other letters been noted in this position? 
 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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Silver or 18ct White Gold? 
 
 

 
  Figure 1. 
 
At first glance this set of 6 silver Scottish pointed bead pattern teaspoons (figure 1), look 
like any other set that you may come across, until closer examination of the hallmarks 
(figure 2). They are made by the same maker ‘LR&Co’, they are assayed in Glasgow, four 
in 1886 and two in 1889. Looking closer at the duty mark, it has been over struck an 18ct 
gold mark! In figure 3, the number ‘8’ can been seen on Victoria’s head and the ‘1’ is still 
easily seen. 
 
If the set had been assayed at the same time, it would be reasonable to imagine that the 
assayer had just picked up the wrong stub and then noticed his error and over struck the 18ct 
mark with the correct duty punch. However to do the same thing three years latter, I 
presume with another set of similar teaspoon by the same maker, most unlikely. 
 
 

 
      Figure 2. 

 

 
      Figure 3. 
 
Are their any members with suggestions for this occurrence? 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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William Darby 'PATENT' Teaspoons 

 
By Walter Brown 

 
 
I can add a few comments on Derek Fry's article in the Oct/Nov 2002 Finial: 
 
1. I am certain that the pattern on all the bright cut teaspoons I have seen is engraved and 

not die stamped. The set of six have a typical engraved bright cut pattern; five are 
essentially the same but with the minor spoon-to-spoon variations to be expected from 
hand engraving, and the sixth is somewhat different, although close enough to be 
accepted as one of the original set. All have the same contemporary engraved initials. 
The set of three I refer to are of a quite different pattern (only the edge is bright cut).  

 
2. Of the spoons at the Sheffield Assay Office, I think I am right in saying one is bright cut 

(but of a different pattern from those mentioned above).  
 
3. There have been two Darby 'Patent' teaspoons in The Finial auctions. The first was lot 81 

in the November 1995 auction, which is the plain one I referred to; the second was lot 
415 in the July 1997 auction. I think this was also a plain one but as I did not get it, and 
the photograph in The Finial only shows the underside, I cannot be sure.  

 
4. Shortly after the July 1997 auction I saw a plain one with a dealer at a provincial 

antiques fair. It could have been the one in the auction - however I do not know. 
 
5. There were two Darby 'Patent' teaspoons in lot 150 in the Gubbins sale on 18 July 2002, 

one bright cut and one plain but not particularly good specimens. The were not 
mentioned in the lot description, but word soon got around!  

 
6. I am interested in the apparent lightweight of Derek's spoon - all those, which I have 

seen, weigh 15 grams or just under. The actual physical size of any spoons I have seen 
(length, etc) is, however, fairly small for teaspoons.  

 
7. Other Darby 'Patent' flatware is much rarer than the teaspoons - one tablespoon (with 

very fine hand engraved bright cut decoration) is illustrated in Ian Pickford's book, and I 
am definitely aware of one other. A pair of tea tongs with a thread edge formed lot 384 
in the March 1997 "Finial" Auction. I am not aware of any others (nor is the Sheffield 
Assay Office).  

 
It would certainly be interesting to try to compile a definitive list as suggested by Derek; I 
can, however, foresee possible problems of security! I look forward to reading any other 
response to Derek's article.  

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
Walter Brown also seeks to help “A Desperate Lady.” 
A query in the Aug/Sept Finial from “a desperate lady” sought a copy of Seymour 
Rabinovitch’ s ‘Antique Silver Servers for the Dining Table’. About two or three years or so 
ago I bought a copy of this from Bookthrift, 22 Thurloe Street, South Kensington (Tel: 0207 
5892916). By chance I went into this shop again in mid November this year and they still 
had at least four copies. Perhaps she has found one, but if not it might be worth ringing! 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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An Early 18th C. Spoon of Uncertain Provenance 

 
By Ronald Grant 

 
 
For some years now, I have had a Hanoverian rat-tail spoon, probably made between 1710 
and 1735, with clear marks, which so far, have defied certain evaluation. 
 

      
 
Both aspects of the spoon suggest a date between 1710 and 1735, the rat-tail being perhaps 
a little shorter than most. The marks need careful examination and comparison with those 
recorded in the books.  
 
Firstly the general conformation, which may be: 

a.) Makers mark, Standard Mark, Makers Mark, Standard Mark. 
or   b.) Makers Mark, Town Mark, Makers Mark, Town Mark.  
 

 
 
If a.), This does not conform to anything in ‘Jackson’ but could conceivably be a foreign or 
colonial goldsmith.  
If b.), This arrangement is not found on any known English plate: It is used by six Irish 
goldsmiths in Cork between 1670 and 1697 and by William Clarke, also of Cork in 1710. 
There are no goldsmiths in Ireland with the initials ‘PH’ nor does ‘Sta’ or ‘Stg’ appear on 
any known Irish silver. With provincial Scottish silver this arrangement of marks appears in 
Aberdeen by John Walker 1718-27: In Banff by David Izat 1795: In Canongate, in reverse 
order, by George Ziegler 1696 and David Dunlop 1705-10 and in the previous order by 
William Craw 1770: In Perth by James Cornfute 1772-85, David Grieg 1810-55, John 
Pringle 1827-67 and Robert Keay II 1839-56.  
 
The Individual Marks 
‘PH’ in a straight-sided rectangular shield.  
This mark is not recorded anywhere in ‘Jackson’. In view of the possible attribution to 
Chester there has been some conjecture that it may be Peter Hopwood of Preston or 
Liverpool using this as his mark to signify the return to Standard Silver after the Britannia 
Standard ceased to be compulsory in 1720, but no mark is recorded for this rather doubtful 
character other than ‘Ho’ (see Maurice Ridgway ‘Chester Silver 1727-1827’ pp 4,7, 89). 
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‘Sta’ or ‘Stg’  
I am not sure whether the mark is the former or the latter. If the former it must be noted that 
the ‘a’ does not have the bent shaft which appears almost always in lower case characters in 
the first half of he 18th century. The only near fit is with the mark recorded by Maurice 
Ridgway ‘Chester Goldsmiths from early times to 1726’ p.106, type F. As Maurice 
Ridgway says (Ibid. p104), there is some mystery about this mark, which, for my purposes, 
has a different ‘t’, a different shield and probably differs in size. 
 
A Possible Attribution. 
 
The arrangement of marks is most likely Scottish rather than Irish and the second and fourth 
mark must therefore be a town mark. If I take a lead from other Scottish towns where the 
mark is made from the first two and the last or a later letter, as for instance PHD for 
Peterhead, INS for Inverness, ELN for Elgin, ABD for Aberdeen, the only town which 
would match must be Stirling and I therefore suggest that this may be the only known spoon 
made in that Royal Burgh. Even if this attribution is not accepted, my research into the 
possibility may be of interest to others working in this field.  
 
The only known goldsmith in Stirling in the first half of the 18th century was Patrick or 
Peter Murray (the first names seem to be interchangeable) who was admitted to the Roll of 
the Incorporation of Hammermen on the 24th of August 1732 “having given in a silver 
spoon as his essay which was aproven by the Trade.” On the same day, being described as 
Peter Murray Goldsmith, he received the “Liberty and Freedom of a burgess and nighbour 
(sic) qua hammerman of the said Burgh… In regard there is none other of his Imployment 
in the place.” He was elected to be an officer of the Incorporation on 3rd October 1734.  
 
There is no record of to whom Patrick Murray was apprenticed, but it must have been to one 
of the other Hammermen who, although not an acknowledged goldsmith, must have taught 
him the craft. Of the thirty or more Hammermen c.1720 and of the right age and standing in 
the Incorporation to accept him as an apprentice there is a Peter Hunter. I know that it is a 
long shot, but could he be ‘PH’? 
 
There is no record of Patrick Murray taking an apprentice; perhaps he was too busy, as we 
do know that he was an active Jacobite and was captured, tried and hanged in Carlisle in 
1746. 
 
I am indebted to Peter Clapham of Stirling Archives for help in the research and will make 
photocopies of the relevant documents available to anyone interested. 
 

       
 
The interest in and value of my spoon will be enhanced by firm proof that I am wrong. That 
will be by a clear demonstration of either of these marks from an incontrovertible source, 
which I would welcome. 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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The Literary Spoon 
 

By Cathy Chivers 
 
 
 
The death was announced of John, Duke of Bedford on 25th October and reported in the 
Register section of The Times. This obituary reminded me of his publication ‘A Silver-
Plated Spoon’ (1959, World books,) giving an account of his life and times at Woburn 
Abbey. His title started a train of thought with references to the spoon in literature and the 
value of such an implement, he being born with a “silver spoon in his mouth”. 
 
During the 15th century in Norfolk the Paston family wrote a series of letters, which became 
a social documentary of their time. In 1458 Agnes writes to her fourth son Clement, in 
London with a list of errands to be done item, “have made for me six spoons of eight ounces 
troy weight, well made and double gilt”.  
 
Boswell accounts that Dr Johnson comments on a recent visitor, “If he does really think that 
there is no distinction between virtue and vice, why sir, when he leaves our house let us 
count our spoons”. I am grateful to Albert Stutzenberger, in ‘American Historical Spoons’ 
for this quote, which reinforces the precious commodity of spoons, and their importance 
within the household. A quote from Ralph Waldo Emerson in ‘The Conduct of life’1860, 
“The louder he talked of his honour, the faster we counted our spoons” also suggests they 
were highly regarded.  
 
I have also discovered references in Chaucer and Pope as well as Shakespeare, who reminds 
us of the image of the devil being associated with a spoon. In the Tempest “Mercy Mercy 
this is a devil. I will leave him; I have a long spoon” and in The Comedy of Errors “Bespeak 
a long spoon. Why Dromio? Marry, he must have a long spoon that must eat with the 
devil.” 
 
Finally spoons also occur within sayings and proverbs, one by a brewer from mid 17th 
century remarks that the later in the year the bees swarm there is less time to collect pollen.  
 

A swarm in May, 
is worth a load of hay. 
A swarm in June,  
is worth a silver spoon. 
But a swarm in July, 
is not worth a fly.  

 
This is just a small selection of examples I have found which illustrate how important the 
spoon is, and has been to everyday life, even as a child we are told that the “dish ran away 
with the spoon.”  
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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The Flower of Luce 
 

by Piers Percival 
 

 
 
The puzzle of device marks continues to fascinate, and this name of a shop in Cheapside 
could just possibly give us another lead for a mark assignation, not that the spoonmaker in 
question necessarily worked at this shop. There was however a Thomas Lucy who had 
spoons defaced in 1578 (Court Minute book L, p419) and was almost certainly the same as 
the Thomas Luce who was turned over from John Danyell deceased, to John Foxe in 
October 1571 (book L, p88). Danyell and Foxe were both known spoonmakers. He was 
dead by 1599 when Margaret Lucye a poor goldsmith widow was a humble suitor for an 
allowance (book O, p55).  
 
The suggested mark is a fleur de lys in a shaped punch which has been found on spoons 
during the known working period of Thomas Luce. Examples include St Bartholomew at 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, for 1582/3, St Andrew at the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, also for 1582/3 (from which the drawing is taken), two other apostles sold at 
Sotheby's 5.6.97 lot 29 again 1582/3, and a seal top sold at Christies 15.4.98 lot 84, for 
1586/7.  
 
The interesting thing is the way that the fleur de Iys was spelt and therefore pronounced by 
the Elizabethans. For the shop in Chepe of William Dyxson was spelt in 1566 flower de luce 
(book K p462) and in 1569 flour de luce (book L p469). William Dyxson incidentally was 
free of the Minstrels in 1543, sworn by redemption to the goldsmiths 1552, liveryman by 
1555 and Prime Warden 1581. He was not a spoon maker. His period of activity was earlier 
than that for the spoon mark and he could be ascribed another fleur de Iys mark which is 
incuse (Jackson's revised p95) on account of his shop sign. This is found on communion 
cups and plate between 1560 and 1581.  
 
The fleur de Iys was in fact a relatively common symbol at that time. Sometimes there was 
an association with French nobility, as for example the town mark of Lewes (David 
Constable, personal communication). For Thomas Luce though, there would be an agreeable 
rebus already made for him and it would be perfectly natural to use his 'flower' as his 
mark....Perhaps he did!  

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
Ronald Grant comments:-Two things in The Finial received today.  
 

Charles Brown's spoon page 6 & 7 Oct/Nov. 2002, the RG is the same as on a beaker which 
I gave to my daughter many years ago.  I attributed it to Ralph Goode of Bristol; it did not 
have the ship-and-castle mark, but was definitely NOT Scottish. 
 
Lot No. 47 in the Postal Auction section has a "hole" in the duty mark, which is referred to 
elsewhere as a "Grant dot" applied by the customs officer signifying that drawback had been 
claimed on export before re-importation.  See my article in the Silver Society Journal. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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They Should Know Better! 

 
By Walter Brown 

 
 
When I read on page 22 of the Aug/Sept 2002 Finial under the Elgin lots, that ‘two rare 
pairs of Old English Table Forks by James Humphrey’ were to be included in the Bonham's 
‘Made in Scotland’ sale on 22 to 24 August, my immediate reaction was “I bet they're not!” 
Sure enough, come the Oct/Nov 2002 Finial (page 24, lots 130 and 131) I see that they were 
withdrawn. 
 
A pity, therefore, that the auctioneers had not read my query on page 148 of the Feb/Mar 
2002 Finial, and Werner Schmidt's reply on page 198 in the June/July Finial. Briefly, to 
précis what Werner says (I suggest that you read his full response), the maker's mark shown 
for the lots in the Bonham's sale have definitely been ascribed to Johann Hues of Hamburg 
and the forks can be dated to sometime in the period 1790 to 1811.  
 
It is a pity that the mark is wrongly ascribed in Jackson (but I believe that the latest printing 
does include an erratum slip to correct this).  
 
The moral is that The Finial should be compulsory reading for auctioneers, dealers, etc!!  
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 

What? Where? When? And maybe Whom? 
 

By Simon Moore (in a partly unsure response to Derek Fry!) 
 
The picture of Derek’s spoon stirred a memory of some similar spoons that I once owned.  
These were Dutch drinking spoons, useful for taking a not-too-large tot of spirit.  The 
handles are normally curved so that they can be hung around a drinking bowl not unlike a 
Monteith.  Many such spoons are decorated with a love heart at the end of the handle, 
suggesting a lover’s gift, and above this, usually, a small animal such as a monkey, chicken 
or other bird walking or crawling along the hooked end.  These are mostly later 18th or 
early-ish 19th century but might be later as the tradition has been popular for a long time.   
 
The lombardic lower case ‘n’ may be a date letter which I was unable to trace with any 
accuracy due to its shield-shaped cartouche.   The lion rampant looks like the Dutch 
equivalent of our Sterling lion for the 0.934 quality.  I think that the ‘BM’ mark may be that 
of Berthold Muller who made many repro pieces like a neatly-engraved but 19th century 
Trefid spoon I once owned and whose work often bears a set of Chester import hallmarks. 

___________________ 
 

Derek Fry would like to express his thanks to Oliver Griffin, Mark Nevard and Ian 
Pickford for their replies in the Oct/Nov issue. Also to Victor Bowman who actually 
telephoned him with much of the information the day after his copy of The Finial for 
Aug/Sept containing his original ‘What? Where? When? enquiry arrived. “The extra figure 
to which Oliver refers would seem to have been obliterated on my spoon although there are 
faint marks suggesting that something was there.” Says Derek. As Derek is not yet aware of 
Simon’s contribution, I will also thank him for his involvement on his behalf. 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
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Review - Woolley & Wallis Early Spoons Sale 

Salisbury 30th October 2002 
 
 
Alexis Butcher of Wolley and Wallis said that he was a little worried as to how well the 
auction would do as there were near on 900 lots of silver on offer. He had no need to worry 
as the catalogue was well illustrated with a good mixture of pieces with something for most 
collectors. The sale was reported in the Antiques Trade Gazette, 7th December, stating that 
the sale was “buoyed by the ballast of a collecting club.” 
 
 
Please not that the results price does not include the 17.62% buyer’s premium. 
 
Lot                   Achieved £ 
1. A pair of George III sugar nips, with plain arms and a circular box pivot, by Abraham 

Barrier, London circa 1780, 12cm long. Est. £100-130. 
 

120 
2. A pair of George III sugar nips, initialled ‘W.C’ on the pivot, by Richard Meach, London 

circa 1770, 11.8cm long. Est. £80-100. 
 

180 
3. A pair of George II sugar nips, with steel grips, plain arms and a circular box pivot, by 

Philips Garden, London circa 1745, 11.7cm long, 1oz. Est. £100-120. 
 

140 
4. A pair of George III sugar nips, with a circular box pivot, by Henry Plumpton, London circa 

1770, 11.8cm long, 1oz. Est. £90-100. 
 

130 
5. A pair of small Victorian sugar nips, with oval grips and ring handles, by Yapp & 

Woodward, Birmingham 1852, 8cm long, 0.5oz. Est. £60-70. 
 

90 
6. A pair of George II sugar nips, with a circular box pivot initialled “ST”, maker’s mark and 

lion passant, possibly by John Giles, London circa 1750, 12.5cm long, 1oz. Est. £80-100. 
 

140 
7. A pair of Victorian cast Harlequin sugar nips, by J. Wakeley & F.C. Wheeler, London 1884, 

12.7cm long, 2oz. Est.250-300. 
 

230 
8. A pair of George III sugar nips, with a circular box pivot, initialled “M B”, possibly by J. 

Mince, London circa 1770, 11.6cm long, 1oz. Est. £100-120. 
 

140 
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44. A James I tentatively ascribed West Country seal top spoon, the terminal chased and fluted 

and pricked with indistinct initials, the slender stem with a rudimentary “V” rattail, by an 
unknown maker, possibly Truro circa 1620, 16.2cm long. Mark: a lymphad or singlemasted 
sailing ship within a pelleted circle, struck once in the bowl, 1oz. Est. £1,700-2,000. 

 
 
 

1600 
45. A Charles I ascribed South Eastern provincial silver gilt seal top spoon, with a chased and 

fluted terminal, engraved with a later crest, by W. Dodson (Jnr), Lewes circa 1640. Marks: 
maker’s mark “WD” and fleur-de-lys on back of stem, fleur-de-lys in bowl, 16.25cm long, 
1.25oz. Est. £600-800. 

 
 
 

980 
46. A Charles I seal top spoon, the gilt terminal pricked “P” over “HA” on a straight sided stem, 

the back of the bowl scratched with the initials “TK”, by B. Yates, London 1636, 16.8cm 
long, 1.4oz. Est. £900-1,000. 

 
 

900 
47. An Elizabeth I maidenhead spoon, with traces of gilding on the finial, pricked “C.P” on the 

back of the bowl, by an unascribed maker (a “T” over a crescent) London 1601, 16.2cm 
long. Marks: Leopard’s head mark in the bowl, date letter, lion passant and maker’s mark on 
back of stem, 1.2oz. Est. £1,000-1,500. 

 
 
 

2400 
.18. 



 
 

     
          48.             49 (part).               49 (part). 
 

     
     49 (part).     49 (part).             58 
 
48. A rare George III bright cut mustard spoon, crested, by Peter & Jonathan Bateman, London 

1790, 12.2cm long, 0.5oz. Est. £60-80. 
 

180 
49. Four Scottish provincial spoons including: an Old English pattern tablespoon, initialled, by 

J. Smith, Aberdeen circa 1785 (JS.ABD), a dessert spoon, initialled and numbered “23”, by 
J. Leslie, Aberdeen circa1800 (IL, thistle, U) a fiddle tablespoon initialled, by T. Shannon, 
Dundee circa 1860 (TS, pot of lilies [thrice] and a fiddle dessert spoon by an unascribed 
maker, Dundee circa 1860 (JM “Dun” over “Dee”, S, thistle, pot of lilies), 6oz. £190-220. 

 
 
 
 

420 
50. A set of eleven George II/III Scottish tablespoons, Hanoverian pattern with faceted, single 

drops engraved on the base of the terminals with the motto “FUIMUS” above a crest, by W. 
Dempster. Edin. 1760, 21cm long. Marks: WD, Castle Thistle, date letter, 23oz. £600-800. 

 
 

600 
51. A matched set of nine William IV Scottish provincial fiddle pattern tablespoons, initialled 

and numbered (not consecutively) by R. Naughton, Inverness circa 1830, 14cm long. Marks: 
RN, Thistle, cornucopia and three spoons with an additional roundel mark, 5.5oz. Est. £300-
400. 

 
 
 

320 
52. A set of  eleven William IV Scottish provincial fiddle pattern tablespoons, and another to 

match by another maker, all initialled (eleven by R. Naughton and one by A. Macleod) 
Inverness circa 1830, 23.5cm long. Marks: eleven: RN, Thistle, cornucopia, roundel one: 
A.ML [conjoined] roundel, INS, fleur-de-lys, 28oz. Est. £600-800. 

 
 
 

600 
53. A George II fancy back mote spoon, with a scroll below the drop, lion passant only, circa 

1745, 13cm long, 0.25oz. Est. £80-100. 
 

90 
54. An early 18th century three prong Trefid fork, engraved on the back of the terminal with a 

coronet and the initials “MM”, unmarked, probably continental, first third of the 18th century 
(contained in a fitted lined case), 17.5cm long, 0.75oz. Est. £300-350. 

 
 

N/S 
55. A George II narrow scoop, marks overstriking one another and date letter distorted, probably 

London circa 1729, 22.2cm long, 1.7oz. Est. £100-120. 
 

110 
56. A James I bodkin, with a shaped ear pick terminal and plain slot, scratched “PR” on one 

side, maker’s mark an incuse scallop shell, unascribed, 1605-20, 10.8cm long. Est. £400-
500. 

 
 

420 

    
      59.           54.                     61. 
 
57. A small, 17th century bodkin, with an ear pick, hatched engraving and a pierced slot, 

unmarked, probably late 17th century, perhaps shortened. 5.5cm long. Est. £40-60. 
 

75 
58. A 19th century unascribed fiddle pattern tablespoon, initialled “B”, probably colonial, first 

half of the 19th century, 22cm long. Marks: cross, PH, cross on the back of the stem, 2oz. 
Est. £50-70. 

 
 

N/S 
59. A set of ten William IV Scottish provincial fiddle pattern dessert spoons, by A. Macleod, 

Inverness circa 1830, 17.7cm long. Marks: A, ML [conjoined], INS, fleur-de-lys, 10oz. Est. 
£400-500. 

 
 

400 
60. A George III Irish basting or serving spoon, fiddle rattail pattern, by J. Scott, Dublin 1819, 

30.5cm long, 5.5oz. Est. £200-250. 
 

230 
61. A George III Scottish provincial table spoon, with pointed end and semi-circular drop, by J. 

Heron, Greenock circa 1820. Marks: “IH” [script], sailing ship, “G”, Green oak, anchor, 
24.5cm long, 2oz. Est. 200-250. 

 
 

220 
62. A mixed lot of flatware, including: a George IV Scottish provincial fiddle pattern basting or 

serving spoon, initialled “K”, by W. Jamieson, Aberdeen 1820-30 (WJ ABD WJ), 31.2cm 
long, together with four George II salt shovels (marks worn), nine assorted George III 
dessert spoons (including two by Hampston Prince & Cettles, York) and four other assorted 
spoons, 18oz. Est. £250-300. 

 
 
 
 

480 
 

.19. 



 

     
    83           84     85                86                        87                 88                  89                  90 
 
81. A George III salt spoon, with a feather edge stem and an openwork faceted terminal, mark 

partially obscured, London circa 1775 and an 18th century continental silvergilt salt shovel, 
initialled, marks distorted, unascribed. Est. £60-80. 

 
 

110 
83. A Queen Anne marrow spoon, with a plain moulded rattail, initialled “IP” on the back of the 

stem, by L. Jones, London 1707, 20cm long. Marks: fully marked on the back of the stem, 
1.5oz. Est. £250-300. 

 
 

300 
84. A William III Trefid spoon, scratched “S” over “ME” on the back of the terminal, the rattail 

decorated with beading and reeding, by W. Scarlett, London 1700, 20.3cm long. Marks: 
fully marked on the back of the stem, 1.25oz. Est. £400-500. 

 
 

660 
85. A mid 18th century unascribed fancy back tablespoon, with a fluted shell below the drop, 

initialled A.V [conjoined] on the back of the terminal, probably colonial circa 1750, 20.6cm 
long. Marks: pseudo date letter “E”, JC? [script], as crayfish and a windmill? On the back of 
the stem and slightly distorted, 1.5oz. Est. £100-150. 

 
 
 

110 
86. A George III marrow scoop, crested, possibly by B. Montigue, London 1789, 20.7cm long, 

1oz. Est. £70-90. 
 

110 
87. A George II fancy back marrow spoon, with a scallop shell below the drop, by M. Dainty, 

London 1738, 20cm long, 1.25oz. Est. £100-150. 
 

170 
88. A rare George II tentatively ascribed North Country Hanoverian pattern tablespoon, with a 

moulded rattail and the scratched initials “T” over “IA”, probably by P. Hopwood, Preston 
circa 1730, 20.2cm long. Marks: PH, Sta. PH, Sta, on the back of the stem, 1.6oz. Est. £220-
250. 

 
 
 

460 
89. A Charles II Trefid spoon, with a ribbed rattail, engraved with a crest on the back of the 

terminal, by an unscribed maker, “IB”, London 1670-80, 19.2cm long. Marks: maker’s 
mark, lion passant and leopard’s head on the back of the stem,1.5oz. Est. £350-400. 

 
 

460 
90. A George I ascribed Wessex area Hanoverian pattern tablespoon, the plain moulded rattail 

with a single drop, probably by W. Webb, Winchester 1715-20, 19cm long. Marks: maker’s 
mark “W W” with mullets in a shaped shield, struck thrice on the back of the stem, 1oz. Est. 
£250-300. 

 
 
 

380 
91. A George I ascribed West Hanoverian pattern tablespoon, with a moulded rattail, scratched 

“R” over “IE” over “1715”, maker’s mark unclear, Exeter 1714, 22cm long. Marks: fully 
marked on the back of the stem, 1.25oz. Est. £80-120. 

 
 

N/S 
92. A set of six George III fancy back teaspoons, Old English pattern with beaded scroll motifs 

below the drop, initialled “W.G” on the terminal, probably by T. Wallis (II), London circa 
1780. Marks: maker’s mark and lion passant on back of stem, 12.5cm long, 3oz. Est. £110-
120. 

 
 
 

120 
93. A pair of George III sprung serving tongs, with narrow corrugated grips, initialled, by W. 

Knight (II) London 1815, 24.2cm long, 5oz. Est. £150-200. 
 

210 
 

.20. 



 
94. Two Scottish toddy ladles, (single struck), one Kings pattern by J. Mitchell, Glasgow 1829, 

the other Queens pattern, maker’s mark “J.T”, Glasgow 1853, both initialled, 3.5oz. £80-90. 
 

85 
96. A George III meat skewer, with a tapering blade and ring terminal, initialled “J”, by G. 

Smith & T. Hayter, London 1795, 27.2cm long, 2.25oz. Est. £80-120. 
 

140 
97. A set of six George II fancy-back dessert spoons, with a scallop shell drop and a later 

engraved initial “L” and a bee on the front of the terminals (probably a rebus), by J. Wilks, 
London 1750, 5oz. Est. £250-300. 

 
 

N/S 
100. A set of six George III Hanoverian pattern tablespoons, with double drop bowls, initialled 

“RH” by J. Luff, London 1742, 11oz. Est. £300-400. 
 

320 
101. A pair of George III sauce ladles, with pointed ends, engraved with a crest above the initials 

“EC”, by T. Watson, London 1790, 16.5cm long, 2.8oz. Est. £120-130. 
 

N/S 
102. A Charles II silver gilt West Country apostle spoon, St Phillip, the figure with a polyfoil 

nimbus, on a broad flat section tapering stem with a large pear shaped bowl, pricked “MH” 
over “1677” on the reverse, by an unascribed maker, Exeter/Exeter environs, circa 1677, 
19.5cm long. Marks: crowned “X” within an octagonal punch in the bowl, 2oz. £1200-1500. 

 
 
 

1500 
103. A rare Charles I ascribed West Country Buddha knop spoon, the figure with traces of 

gilding, on a slightly tapering stem with an oval bowl, indistinctly pricked on the back, by R. 
Chandler, Plymouth circa 1635, 19.2cm long. Marks: maker’s mark on the back of the stem, 
fruitlet mark in the bowl, 1.8oz. Est. £1,800-2,200. 

 
 
 

N/S 
104. An Elizabeth I ascribed West Country maidenhead spoon, the finial with traces of gilding, 

with a pear-shaped bowl and a rudimentary “V” rattail, by R. Osborne (I) Exeter, last quarter 
of the 16th century, 16.8cm long. Marks: maker’s mark only, struck once in bowl and once 
on back of the stem, 1oz. Est. £1,000-1,300. 

 
 
 

1400 
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106. A George III/IV Scottish provincial fiddle pattern table spoon, with script initials on the 

terminal, by J. Heron, Greenock circa 1820. Marks: “IH”, anchor, roundel, 22cm long, 
2.25oz. Est. £50-60. 

 
 

N/S 
107. A Charles II silver gilt Trefid spoon, with a ribbed rattail and a tapering stem flaring out 

towards the terminal (which has what appears to be a small nail hole, perhaps it was once 
pinned to a wall), by R. King, London circa 1675 (date letter worn), 19cm long. Marks: fully 
marked on the back of stem, lion passant curiously detailed (rather than the date letter), 2oz. 
Est. £200-300. 

 
 
 
 

320 
108. A late Charles II silver gilt Trefid spoon, with a rounded cleft terminal, scratched “WH” on 

the reverse, the bowl with a beaded and reeded rattail, maker’s mark “SH” unascribed, 
London 13, 19.4cm long. Marks: fully marked on the back of the stem, 1.5oz. Est. £200-300. 

 
 

500 
109. A Queen Anne wavy end or dognose teaspoon, with plain moulded rattail and an engraved 

crest on the front of the terminal, maker’s mark only, indistinct, unascribed, circa 1705, 
11.5cm long, 0.5oz. Est. £80-80. 

 
 

200 
110. A Queen Anne wavy end or dognose tablespoon, with a plain moulded rattail, scratched 

“S.B” on the back of the terminal, by W. Matthew (I), London 1706, 22cm long. Marks: 
fully marked on the back of the stem, 1.5oz. Est. £200-250. 

 
 

290 
111. A Charles I slip top spoon, of good gauge with a rudimentary “V” rattail, a thick stem and a 

rounded bowl, by D. Cary, London 1630, 17.6cm long, 1.7oz. Est. £1,000-1,500. 
 

2600 
112. A George III Scottish provincial fiddle pattern table fork, engraved with a crest below the 

motto “UNITE”, by C. Fowler, Elgin circa 1790. Marks: CF, ELGIN, ?, F, 21.7cm long, 
1.75oz. Est. £80-100.  

 
 

N/S 
113.  Seven Scottish salt spoons including: a pair of fiddle and shell examples (no shoulders), 

maker’s mark “CD”, Edinburgh 1820, two others by W. Marshall, Edinburgh 1823/73 and a 
set of three pointed-end salt spoons, by A. Zeigler, Edinburgh circa 1790, 2oz. £140-150. 

 
 

N/S 
114. A set of six George II fancy back teaspoons, with a shell motif below the drop, initialled 

“WB” over “MC” on the back of the terminal, by J. Wilkes, London circa 1745, 11.5cm 
long. Marks: maker’s mark and lion passant only on the back of the stem, 1.5oz. £200-250. 

 
 

N/S 
.22. 



 

       
               124 (front).     124 (back). 
 
118. An early 19th century Indian colonial marrow scoop, by J. Cachart, Madras circa 1830, 25cm 

long, 1.25oz. Est. £70-90. 
 

130 
119. A pair of George III serving tongs, with corrugated grips, by Messrs Eley, Fearn & 

Chawner, London 1808, 22cm long, 5oz. Est. £280-320. 
 

N/S 
121. A pair of Scottish basting or serving spoons, with pointed ends, by an unascribed maker 

“RS”, Edinburgh 1791, 33cm long, 7oz. Est. £400-500. 
 

440 
123. A Victorian Scottish provincial masking spoon, probably by J. Pozzi, Elgin circa 1840 and a 

teaspoon possibly by John Stevens of Dundee, circa 1750. Est. £100-150. 
 

100 
124. A rare Henry VIII spoon, lacking it’s finial (probably originally an apostle or maidenhead) 

with an intact v-joint notch, a rudimentary ‘V’ rattail and a fig shaped bowl, scratched on the 
back with the initials ‘P@ over ‘HA’ with remnants of an initial at the top of the stem, 
makers mark a pheon? London 1540, 14.2 cm, 1oz. Est.£1500-1800. 

 
 
 

1650 
125.  A George II Hanoverian pattern basting or serving spoon, crested, by John Gorham, London 

1736, 123in (31.4cm) long, 5.75oz £500-600  
 

500 
126. A George I Hanoverian pattern basting or serving spoon, with a plain moulded rattail, the 

top of the stem engraved with a coat of arms on one side and a faint initial "W" on the other, 
by Samuel Hitchcock, London 17237 (date letter partially disappearing off the edge of 
stem), 12in (30Acm) long, 4.50z. £500-600 

 
 
 

480 
127. A rare George II ascribed West Country, Hanoverian pattern basting spoon, of good gauge 

with a single drop bowl, scratched with the initials "SO" over "HM" over "E" and a later set 
of script initials on the back of the terminal, by Thomas Peard, Budock (near Penryn) circa 
1740, 125in (31.8cm) long. Marks: maker's mark "TP" in a rectangle struck twice on the 
back of the stem, 4.50z 127 (detail) *See Kent, T A: West Country spoons and their makers 
pp 119 for an illustration of the mark (as seen on a fine basting spoon) and an account of 
this maker £200-300 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1550 
139. A rare pair of early Victorian fiddle pattern sauce ladles, by Mary Chawner & George 

Adams, London 1840 The partnership of Mary Chawner & George Adams was extremely 
short-rived, fasting only from 3rd August 7840 until 23rd November 7840, farrowing either 
the retirement or death of the former, the business remaining in the hands of the latter until 
1872 (2) £700- 750 

 
 
 
 

160 
.23. 



 
149. Livery Company interest: An unusual George IV fiddle pattern soup ladle, stamped in low 

relief on the front of the stem with the crest of the Worshipful Company of Ironmongers, the 
circular bowl with a fluted rim, by William Eaton, London 1828, 355cm) long, 750z £300-
400. 

 
 
 

N/S 
150. Two George III West Country bright-cut tablespoons, one initialled "MC" over "IP", by 

Richard Ferris, Exeter 1802, the other initialled "II" over "MP" over "90", probably by 
Joseph Hicks, Exeter 1818 Marks: both fully marked, 30z (2) £140-160. 

 
 

140 
151. A rare Charles II ascribed North Country provincial trefid spoon, with a ribbed rattail 

(repaired), by William Busfield, York 1677, 7 25in (18.5cm) long Marks maker's mark, 
town mark and date letter 'Y' on back of stem, 10z £400-500. 

 
 

500 
152. A rare 14th century lion segant affronte spoon, with a slender tapering six sided stem and a 

curved, rounded bowl, the finial with faint traces of gilding, crudely scratched to simulate a 
man, unmarked, probably last quarter of the fourteenth century, 6. 45in (164cm) long, 0750z 
*Literature: To compare the form, size and shape of this spoon with a very similar late 14th 
century acorn knop, see How Vol I pp 106/7 £3,000-3,500. 

 
 
 
 

3100 
153. A late 17th century Dutch Trefid spoon, with a pronounced ribbed rattail and a slightly 

flared terminal, the stem with visible "guide lines" on the front, the back of the rounded 
bowl engraved with the coat of arms of Unia de Modemia of Friesland, by an unascribed 
maker, probably leeuwarden 1672 Marks Town mark, assay scrape and date letter "V" on 
back of stem, 7.375in (188mm) long, 1.50z. £1,000-1,300 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
154. A late 17th/early 18th century engraved marrow spoon, the plain moulded rattail flanked by 

stylised foliage, unmarked, circa 1700 (repaired) 61 in (15.5cm) long, 05oz £150-200. 
 

170 
155. A Queen Anne ascribed West Country trefid spoon, with a moulded thread bordered rattail, 

pricked "AH" over "SH" over "1705", by John Avery, Exeter 1704, 8in (22cm) long Marks: 
fully marked on the back of the stem, loz. £180-220. 

 
 

260 
 

           
.24. 



 
158. A James I ascribed Wessex area seal top spoon, the gilt seal pricked "TH" over "EH" over 

"1612" on a straight sided stem, the bowl with rudimentary 'V' rattail (repaired), by an 
unascribed maker, Salisbury circa 1612, 6.4in (162cm) Marks: pelletted circle in the bowl 
and a circular mark with a central pellet in the back of the stem, 10z *See Jacksons Revised 
pp 272 £400-500. 

 
 
 
 

400 
159. An Elizabeth I silvergilt maidenhead spoon, by William Cawdell, London 1598, 6.5in 

(165cm) long, 1 250z £2,000-2,200. 
 

3600 
160. An Elizabeth I unascribed provincial maidenhead spoon, with a rudimentary 'V' rattail, 

maker's mark only, unascribed, last quarter of the 16th century. Mark "NO" or "ON?" 
between pellets, within a lobed and shaped square punch, 6.5in (16.5cm) long, 10z £400-600 

 
 

400 
161. A Commonwealth ascribed silvergilt West Country apostle spoon, the saint lacking an 

emblem (possibly St Andrew) with a sacred dove nimbus, pricked "WL:' over "GB" over 
"1654"on the back of the bowl, by John Pomroye, Exeter circa 1654 Marks: maker's mark 
"I.P" with pe11ets struck thrice on the back of the stem, crowned "X" in the bowl, 76in 
(192cm) long, 160z *Provenance Ex lot 77, Phillips Son & Neale, Sale No 29677 £600-800. 

 
 
 
 

600 
162. A set of six George III Scottish table spoons, Old English pattern engraved initials. Maker 

Peter Mathie, Edinburgh 1777, together with a pair of Hanoverian pattern tablespoons 
engraved initials with numbers. Maker Francis Howden, Edinburgh 1781 and another, 
Maker James Gray, Glasgow circa 1795, 10.50z. (9) £250-300. 

 
 
 

N/S 
 

    
         158                    159                 160                 161        171                    172                    173 
 
171. A Charles I silvergilt, unascribed provincial seal top spoon, with a crudely chased and fluted 

terminal, pricked "NH" over "1656" on the terminal, the straight sided stem with a 
rudimentary "V" rattail and a drop shaped bowl, by an unascribed maker, circa 1630, 6.7in 
(17cm) long. Marks: makers mark only in bowl, IH within a pelletted circle, 1 40z. *See 
Jacksons Revised pp 517 £1,000-1,300. 

 
 
 
 

1350 
172. A Commonwealth ascribed West Country apostle spoon, the gilt figure lacking emblems, 

with a large polyfoil nimbus, on a thick stem with a large pear shaped bowl, pricked "IR" 
over "RW" over "1656" on the back, probably by Samuel Cawley (1)* Exeter circa 1656 
(the spoon with traces of gilding), 8.1 in (205cm) long. Marks: so called "London Forgery 
Group" marks on the back of the stem [leopard's head, lion passant date letter] and a circular 
punch in the bowl, divided into six sections, each with a pellet 20z. *Literature: see Kent, T 
A, West Country spoons and their makers, pp 5 and 73. £1,400-1,800 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2200 
173. A James I/Charles I ascribed Wessex area seal top spoon, with a slender stem, the slender 

seal with traces of gilding, pricked "II" above the date "1616", the bowl with a rudimentary 
'V' rattail, by Robert Tyte, Salisbury 1620-30, 625in (16cm) long Marks TR monogram in 
bowl and T,T and animal mark on the back of the stem, 10z *Jacksons  pp 272, £700-900. 

 
 
 

N/S 
.25. 



 
 
176. A Charles II ascribed West Country apostle spoon, 5t Peter, the gilt figure with a large disc 

nimbus, pricked "TB" over "1672" over "MB", the broad flattened stem with a large rounded 
oval bowl, by Thomas Dare (II), Taunton circa 1672, 75in (19cm) long Marks: maker's mark 
"TO" above a fieur-de-lys on the back of the stem, a "T" over a "TW" in the bowl, 1.4oz. 
£2,500-3,000. 

 
 
 
 

2500 
177. A William & Mary trefid spoon, with a bead and reeded rattail, by William Matthew, 

London circa 1690 Marks: fully marked on back of stem, date letter partially visible, 8125in 
(20.5cm) long, 2.25 oz £180-220. 

 
 

260 
178. A Queen Anne wavy end or dognose spoon, with a plain moulded rattail, scratched "EF" on 

the back of the terminal, by Henry Green, London 1703. 8in (205cm) long. Marks: fully 
marked on the back of the stem, 1.6oz £250-350. 

 
 

340 
179. A Charles II Trefid spoon, with a ribbed rattail and a large rounded terminal with two small 

ear-like projections, scratched on the b the initials "S" over is'' between mullets and above 
the date "1690", by an unascribed maker "IH" over a pellet*, London 1670, 755in ( long 
Marks fully marked on the back of the stem, date letter detailed, 1.60z. *For the maker's 
mark see Jacksons Revised pp 130 Provenance Exhibited Cardiff Museum (No 13). 
Illustrated in article Trefid spoons and Forks fig 1 P 32, by Ian Pickford Antique Finder Vol. 
15, No 12, December 1976. Sold Phillips – Alexander James collection of early silver 
spoons, Friday February 9th 1979 lot 26. £500-600. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

820 
180. An Charles II early Trefid spoon, with a ribbed rattail and small rounded terminal with two 

small cleft notches and a rounded "tong back crested, probably by John King, London 1666, 
7.7in (19.5cm) long. Marks: fully marked on the back of the stem, date letter detailed and 
maker's initials obliterated, 1 750z. *Provenance: Sold Phillips Private collection of Early 
silver spoons, Friday October 30th 1981, lot 52. £600-800. 

 
 
 
 

1150 
 

     
                   176                           177                        178            179             180 
 
181. A George III caddy spoon, with a canted oblong stem and an asymmetrical leaf shaped 

bowl, by William Pugh, Birmingham 1812, 3in (7.6cm) long. £80-120. 
 

150 
182. Two caddy spoons: an ivory handled scoop by Cocks & Bettridge, Birmingham 1802 and a 

shell bowl spoon, London 1814 (2) £50-80. 
 

120 
183. A Victorian caddy spoon, in the form of a shovel, with foliate engraving, by James Collins, 

Birmingham 1850, 34in (8.5cm) long. £50-60. 
 

65 
184. A George III caddy spoon, with a pierced shallow oval bowl and engraved stem initialled in 

two places and inscribed "Token of Friendship", by Thomas Wilmore, Birmingham 1800, 
2.45in (6.1 cm) long £140-180. 

 
 

170 
.26. 



 

       
             184           185       195 
 
185. An unascribed pair of George IV condiment sifter ladles, with 'canted' fiddle stems and gilt 

rounded oblong bowls, pierced with a decorative pattern, crested, by Joseph Wilmore, 
Birmingham 1820, 3 6in (9.1 cm) long, 0.50z.(2) £100-150. 

 
 

210 
186. A George III caddy spoon, with a thread bordered stem, initialled, and a shield shaped bowl 

with a pricked shield cartouche, by Joseph Taylor, Birmingham 1800, 3.3in (8.5cm) long 
£80-100. 

 
 

140 
187. Fifteen assorted George II/III fancy-back teaspoons, decorated below 187 ~ 11) their drops 

with variations of the shell motif (including one pair and another pair pa with fancy fronts), 
mixed makers and dates, London 1745-1775, 50z. (15) £200-220. 

 
 

170 
190. Twelve assorted condiment spoons, in different designs, mixed makers and dates, George II 

to Victorian, 4oz (12) £120-160. 
 

180 
192. Seventeen assorted George II/III fancy-back teaspoons, decorated with scrolls, floral scrolls 

or shells and scrolls on their drops (including six pairs), mixed makers and dates, London 
circa 1745-1785, 5250z. (17) £250-300. 

 
 

300 
195. A pair of George III 'cast arm' sugar tongs, with acorn bowls, initialled, by George Brasier, 

London circa 1770, together with three other 'cast arm' pairs of tongs, two pairs of bright 
engraved tongs and a small modern pair, 7oz (7) £100-150. 

 
 

340 
196. Eight George III picture back teaspoons, each depicting a variation of a vase or basket of 

flowers, including a pair by Thomas Dene, London circa 1770, a pair by Thompson Davis, 
London circa 1760 and four single spoons of mixed makers and dates, 2oz.(8) £240-260. 

 
 

240 
197. Three George II/III picture-back teaspoons, with fancy fronts, each with a variation of the 

hen and chicks scene below the drop (including one by Ebenezer Coker, London circa 1750 
and two others circa 1755~60), 0.750z (3) £100~120. 

 
 

100 
198. Two George II/III silvergilt fancy-front teaspoons, one with a helmeted mask, the other with 

rocaille decoration (both with fancy backs), together with another fancy front teaspoon 
decorated with the figure of Diana, the back of the bowl with a basket of flowers, all mixed 
makers and dates, circa 1750~1765, 1 250z (3) £80~120 

 
 
 

190 
 

   
 

.27. 



 
199. A set of four George II Hanoverian picture-back teaspoons, with a hen and chicks below the 

drop and fancy fronts with a phoenix rising from the ashes, initialled, possibly by Elizabeth 
Oldfield (mark distorted), London circa 1750, 4.5in (11 5cm) long, 2oz. (4) £250~300. 

 
 

460 
200. A George II fancy-front teaspoon, with a shell bowl, decorated with a figure resembling one 

of Watteau's gilles, no maker's mark, London circa 1755, 4.5in (11 4cm) long Mark lion 
passant only, 0.5oz. £40-60. 

 
 

85 
201. A pair of George II sugar nips, with oval bowls and ring grips, crested, by Robert Cates, 

London circa 1730 and another pair of George II nips, circa 1745, 2oz. (2) £120~160. 
 

110 
202. A Queen Anne wavy end or dognose teaspoon, marks worn, circa 1705 and a Charles 

II/James II engraved trefid teaspoon with traces of gilding, maker's mark only "R S", mullet 
below, London circa 1685, 0.5oz (2) * Jacksons pp 140, £100-150. 

 
 

200 
203. A Queen Anne engraved wavy end or dognose teaspoon, with a moulded rattail, an oval 

cartouche initialled "M H" and a mask on the front of the stem, maker's mark partially lost in 
engraving, probably by Paul Hanet London 1705~ 10, 415in (1 0.6cm) long Mark: PH? 
maker's mark only, 0.250z £100-150. 

 
 
 

190 
  

  
 
204. A George III picture-back teaspoon, Old English pattern, with a wheatsheaf and the word 

"PLENTY" stamped below the drop, initialled, possibly by William Collings, London circa 
1775, together with another similar Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon by William Day, 
London circa 1770, 050z (2) £70-90 

 
 
 

260 
205. A George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, with a crowned double headed eagle below 

the drop, initialled, probably by Thomas Wilson, London circa 1765 together with another 
picture-back teaspoon with a double headed eagle below the drop, 0.50z. (2) £50-80. 

 
 

190 
206. A George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, depicting a crowing rooster below the drop, 

probably by William Withers, London circa 1765 and another picture-back depicting a hen 
and chicks? (worn). O. 50z. (2) £100-120. 

 
 

300 
207. A George I miniature rattail spoon, by Richard Hutchinson, London circa 1725, maker's 

mark only, a George III miniature or snuff spoon, Old English pattern, London 1799 and a 
George I small teaspoon with a moulded rattail, possibly by Grundry Roode, London circa 
1725, 0.50z. (3) £100-120. 

 
 
 

200 
208. A pair of George III Irish fancy-front teaspoons, each depicting a variation of a vase or 

basket of flowers, including a pair by Thomas Dene, London circa 1770, a pair by 
Thompson Davis, London circa 1760 and four single spoons of mixed makers and dates, 20z 
(4) £80-120. 

 
 
 

75 
209. A George III mote spoon, with a faceted diamond point, the deep bowl with a single drop 

pierced with crosslets and scrolls, possibly by George Smith III (mark partially lost) London 
circa 1775, 5.25in (132cm) long Marks: maker's mark and lion passant only, 0 250z £80-120 

 
 

210 
 

.28. 



 

 
 From bottom to top 209, 210, 211, 212, 212. 
 
210. A George II fancy back mote spoon, with a shell motif below the drop, initialled "M" over 

"WE", the bowl pierced with crosslets and scrolls, by Edward Bayley, London circa 1740, 
51 in (13cm) long Marks maker's mark only [twice] 0.20z. £120-150. 

 
 

230 
211. A William III/Queen Anne mote spoon, with a round section stem, turned finial and plain 

rattail, the bowl pierced with scrolls in a formal pattern, initialled "I", unmarked 1700-1710, 
6.25in (16cm) long. Marks: none, 0.2oz. £100-150. 

 
 

210 
212. Two George I/II mote spoons, with plain rattails and drilled holes in the bowl and tapering 

stems, one unmarked circa 1720, the other maker's mark only S?, 1720-30. £150-250. 
 

340 
213. A pair of George III picture back teaspoons, Old English pattern initialled and decorated 

with a rose flower below the drop, by Hester Bateman, London 1781, together with two 
George III single picture back teaspoons, each depicting a flowering plant issuing from a 
cinquefoil rose flower, mixed makers and dates, 1 50z (4) £100-150. 

 
 
 

360 
214. A pair of George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoons, decorated with a dove holding an 

olive branch in it's beak below the drop, initialled "S", by an unascribed maker, WF [script], 
London circa 1770, 4,75in (12cm) long, 050z (2) £140-160. 

 
 

250 
 

    
 

.29. 



 

 
 
215. A rare George II/III picture-back teaspoon, decorated below the drop with a leopard's mask 

below a crown within a border of flowers and scrolls, initialled "W" by George Smith (II), 
London circa 1760, together with a pair and one single George III picture-back teaspoon 
decorated with a crowned leopard's mask within scrolls below the drop, initialled (the pair 
by Henry Bickenham, London circa 1760, the single one by Thomas Shepherd, London 
circa 1770), 1 50z. (4) £150-200. 

 
 
 
 
 

440 
216. Two George III picture-back teaspoons, decorated below the drops with a bird on top of an 

open cage and the word "I LOVE LIBERTY"*, by an unidentified maker 'J.E" [script], 
London circa 1768 and another similar, by Philip Roker (III) London circa 1768, 1 20z (3)  
*Thls emblem probably relates to the fate of John Wilkes (1727-97) popular whig politician 
who was committed to the Tower for a violent attack on the Government in his paper "The 
North of Briton'" but obtained release on the ground that he was a member of Parliament 
£200-250 

 
 
 
 
 
 

400 
217. A George I mote spoon, with a diamond point and a plain rattail, the bowl pierced with 

scrolls and drilled holes, no maker's mark, London circa 1720, 5.5in (14cm) long. Marks: 
lion's head erased, only, 0.2oz £140-160. 

 
 

180 
218. A George I mote spoon, with a long stem, a small diamond point and a moulded rattail, the 

bowl pierced with scrolls, 6in (15.2cm) long. Marks maker's mark only, 0.2oz £120-160. 
 

210 
219. A George I mote spoon, with a plain rattail and drilled holes in the bowl, maker's mark 

distorted "II"?, London 1720-25, 5.25in (13 3cm) long Marks maker's mark [twice] and lion 
passant 02oz. £120-150. 

 
 

220 
220. A George I mote spoon, with a long wire stem and rattail, the bowl with drilled holes, by 

John Lefebure, London circa 1715, 6.2in (15. 8cm) long. Marks maker's mark and lion's 
head erased (this maker's mark was entered in 1715), 02oz £200-250. 

 
 

480 
221. A George II/III mote spoon, with a double drop bowl, pierced with scrolls and initialled 

"EC" by Benjamin Cartwright (II), London circa 1760, 5.25in (13.3cm) long Marks: maker's 
mark only [twice], 02?z. £100-150. 

 
 

200 
222. A Queen Anne/George I mote spoon, with a round section stem and plain rattail, the bowl 

pierced with trefoils and heart shaped motifs, initialled "B" [incuse], maker's mark worn, 
London 1710-20, 59in (15cm) long Marks: maker's mark only, 0.2oz. £100-130. 

 
 

210 
223. A pair of George II Hanoverian picture-back teaspoons, decorated below the drops with a 

pair of 'topped hearts' within a flowering plant, initialled "M I", by Thomas Shepherd, 
London circa 1770,4 35in (11 2cm) long, 050z. £60-80. 

 
 

190 
224. A pair of George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoons, decorated below the drops with a 

squirrel eating an acorn*, possibly by Thor Wilson, London 1765, 435in (11.1 cm) long, 
0.5oz (2) *This emblem could represent an anti-Jacobite feeling, as the acorn was a symbol 
of the Jacobite Oak Society of London £100-150. 

 
 
 

360 
225. A pair of George III/Hanoverian picture-back teaspoons, decorated below the drops with a 

heron in a bullrush swamp with an eel in beak, initialled ‘H’ over ‘W A’, by an untraced 
maker, NH [script], London 1763-4, 48in (12.2cm) long, 0.5oz (2) £70-90. 

 
 

250 
 

.30. 



 
226. A rare George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, decorated below the drop with 

Masonic emblems, initialled, maker's mark W [script], London circa 1770, 45in (11.5cm) 
long, 0.3oz £100-150. 

 
 

220 
227. A George II Hanoverian teaspoon, with a galleon in full sail below the drop, maker's mark 

partially disappearing off stem, C 07, London c 1750, 475in (12cm) long, 03oz. £70-90. 
 

160 
228. A rare George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, decorated with a bird on top of a tree 

within a wreath border, initialled, by Thor Wilson, London circa 1765, 4.7in (11.9cm) long, 
04oz. £80-120. 

 
 

440 
229. A George II/III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, with the Prince of Wales' feathers below 

the drop, initialled, by Thomas Hannam Ebenezer Coker, London circa 1760, 4.75in (12cm) 
long, 0.5oz. £100-120. 

 
 

250 
230. A George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, with the "British hearts of oak" emblem 

below the drop, initialled, marks slightly distor1 possibly "W F" [script], London circa 1770, 
45in (11.5cm) long, 03oz. £60-80. 

 
 

210 
231. A George III Hanoverian picture-back teaspoon, with a milkmaid below the drop, initialled, 

by William Stephenson, London circa 1775, (10.2cm) long,  £40-60. 
 

110 
 

   
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 
The next Woolley & Wallis sale of Early Silver Spoons takes place on 29th January 2003. 
 
Alexis Butcher says amongst the entries are quite a number of London seal tops, a small 
collection of West Country spoons, lots of Scottish provincial, other English provincial, 
Trefids, Slip Tops, Puritans and apostles (probably 50 or 60 early spoons). 
 
Together with mote spoons, a moustache spoon, a good collection of sugar tongs and nips, 
serving spoons and many interesting collector’s pieces. 
 
The Catalogue should be out in early January and members who wish to receive a 
complimentary copy should contact Alexis Butcher at Wooley & Wallis on 01722 424500. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 

.31. 



Review – Bonhams Fine Silver & Vertu Sale 
New Bond St. 29th November 2002 

 
 
Please not that the results price does not include the 17.5% buyer’s premium. 
 
     Lot                               Achieved £ 

201. A travelling knife and fork, probably early 18th Century, faceted agate handles with silver-
gilt collars, steel blade and thin tines, in leather travelling case. £200-250  

 
150 

202. An 18th Century Continental silver-gilt oyster fork, Maker's mark only EG crowned, struck 
twice, possibly French Provincial, circa 1775, with blade to one end and three tines to the 
opposite end, thread edge stem, contained in original red leather case tooled with gold fleur-
de-lys and ribbons, one end of case applied with an oval silver plaque initialled "MG", 
14.5cm long. £200-300 

 
 
 
 

150 
203 A George III campaign set comprising folding knife, spoon, fork and corkscrew with 

tortoiseshell handles backed with steel, the silver spoon by Godbehere, Wigan & Bult, 1803, 
the three-pronged fork possibly Provincial (Exeter?) stamped only with a lion passant and a 
king's head, the steel knife blade stamped "N. C. WILL", the knife handle inset with a 
vacant navette cartouche (several cracks to tortoiseshell). £500-700 '  

 
 
 
 

N/S 
204. Four attractive pairs of George III pierced cast-arm sugar tongs, each with maker's mark and 

lion passant only; three with scalloped grips, one with pierced ribbon grips, one by 
Benjamin Mountigue, one by James Plump ton, one by George Smith (II), and one by 
Thomas Wallis, all circa 1775, 550z. (4) £190-210. 

 
 
 

320 
205. A pair of Victorian Scottish sprung sugar tongs by John Meade, Edinburgh, circa 1860, in 

the Georgian manner, the bowed arms pierced with engraved scrollwork panels terminating 
in oval mask grips, also a fine pair of large Victorian electroplated Kings pattern ice tongs, 
with ivy leaf grips, by Francis Higgins, circa 1865, 20cm long (2) £100-130  

 
 
 

200 
 

   
 

224. Three George III Hanoverian pattern picture-back teaspoons Maker's mark TO or 10 script 
(maker's mark and lion passant), circa 1765, vis a pair, bowls die-struck with hen and 
chicks, initialled "MO", and another initialled "FP", maker's mark rubbed but lion passant 
clear; die-struck with squirrel atop a leafy tree-stump, circa 1765 (3) £200-300  

 
 
 

180 
225. Four George II/III teaspoons, various dates and makers, one with acorn-shaped bowl, 

possibly by Thomas Jackson (I), circa 1750 (maker's mark only), lower half of back of bowl 
chased with a basket of flowers on frosted ground, front of stem chased with Roman bust 
within a rococo scroll surround, a pair of teaspoons by Elias Cachart circa 1750, back of 
bowls chased with bird, farmhouse and tree within rococo surround, initialled "M", front of 
stem chased with eagle, rococo scrolls and trailing flowers and a silver-gilt teaspoon, marks 
rubbed, front of stem chased with Roman bust within scroll surround, back of bowl with 
stylised shell in shaped surround, initialled "EC" in script (4) £200-250  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

320 
226. A George III Hanoverian pattern picture- back tablespoon attributed to William Tant 

(Grimwade 3905), 1763, back of bowl die-stamped with a galleon in full sail, back of stem 
crudely engraved wit initials "M*S", 1 750z. £250-300  

 
 

220 
227. A George III Old English pattern picture- back tablespoon, Maker's mark TE over GS 

(unidentified - Grimwade 3820), 1769, back of bowl die-stamped with a rose in full bloom 
on a prickly, leafy stem, front engraved with script initials "EC" over" 1793", 20z £200-300  

 
 

180 
 

.32. 



 

 
 

228. A George III Hanoverian pattern picture- back dessert spoon, Maker's mark WE or WF; 
1774, back of bowl die-stamped with wheatsheaf within wreath below the legend 
"PLENTY", back of stem initialled "W.A.R.", 16cm. long. £180-220. 

 
 

170 
229. A George III Hanoverian pattern picture- back teaspoon probably by Thomas Woodhouse, 

circa 1765, (maker's mark and lion passant), back of bowl die-stamped with a galleon, back 
of stem engraved with initials "W N A". £120-150. 

 
 

110 
230. A George III Hanoverian pattern picture-back teaspoon, Maker's mark II script, (maker's 

mark and lion passant), circa 1765, back of bowl die-stamped with a bird and its young, 
probably an ostrich, the bowl with extended drop flanked by scrolls, initialled "H" to back of 
stem. £150-200. 

 
 
 

130 
231. A George III Hanoverian pattern picture- back teaspoon probably by William Skeen or 

William Smith (I), circa 1760, (lion passant and maker's mark), back of bowl die-struck with 
a milkmaid (a little wear to bowl on one side). £150-200. 

 
 

130 
232. A rare set of six George III "picture-back" teaspoons by Philip Roker (III), circa 1780, with 

feather-edged Old English stems, the central part of the stem spirally fluted, the backs of the 
bowls die-struck with a dove atop an open birdcage below the legend "I love Liberty", the 
borders of bowls also with feather-edge decoration, 2.50z. (6) £400-500. 

 
 
 

500 
 

 
.33. 



 

 
 

233. A pair of George IV Scottish Provincial toddy ladles by Alexander Stewart, Jain, circa 1825 
("A.S", incuse leaf device, TAIN"), 1.50z (2) £1,000-1,200. 

 
1450 

234. A George IV Scottish Provincial toddy ladle by Alexander Stewart, Jain, circa 1825 ("AS" 
incuse leaf device, TAIN") en suite to the previous lot but with engrave initials "MS", 
0.75oz £500-600. 

 
 

950 
235. An extremely rare Scottish Provincial Old Eng1ish pattern teaspoon tentatively attributed to 

J. Mc.Iver, Fochabers, circa 1810, ("JMcI", "FOCHBS"), engraved with script initials "AH" 
over "J", 14.1cm long. £300-500. 

 
 

600 
236. A pair of early 19th Century unascribed Scottish Provincial toddy ladles. Maker's mark A C, 

(inverted thistle, "V", double-headed eagle, "AC"), possibly linked to Perth (?), circa 1820, 
1.5oz. £100-120. 

 
 

160 
238. An 18th Century unascribed Hanoverian pattern tablespoon, probably circa 1770, maker's 

mark script, apparently TH, a large leaf device in a coffin- shaped punch with linear ground 
to the punch, a six-petalled or pelleted flower and two overlapping incuse leaves engraved 
with a large contemporary stag crest, 199cm long. £150-250. 

 
 
 

N/S 
239. A very rare 18th Century Scottish Provincial masking spoon or large mote spoon by Hugh 

Ross, Tain, circa 1750, the central section of the stem of intricate scrollwork form, the back 
of the bowl with double knop, the bowl pierced with simple bead, drop and scroll motifs, 
maker's mark only HR conjoined in oval punch, struck once on the back of the central 
scrollwork section, 19.1cm long. 0.50z. £2,000-3,000. 

 
 
 
 

N/S 
240. A William IV Scottish Provincial fiddle pattern masking spoon by Robert Naughton, 

Inverness, circa 1830, (RN, thistle, cornucopia), with spiral twist stem, engraved with 
foliated script initials "WD", 16cm long. £140-180. 

 
 

380 
 

 
            239 

 
    240 
 

.34. 



 

     
  241 (detail)            241 (detail)     241 (detail) 
 

241. An extremely rare Henry VIII falcon-top spoon, Maker's mark a heart, tentatively attributed 
to Robert Preston, 1517, traces of gilding to the finial, the falcon standing upon a pedestal 
which in fact resembles a hexagonal seal, an initial "R" engraved to front of stem just above 
the bowl, 16.2cm long, 1oz. £8,000-12,000. 

 
 
 

17,500 
242. A good Charles II lace-back trefid spoon by George Watkins, 1682, with notched ears, 

ribbed rat-tail, beaded scrollwork die-stamped to front of stem and back of bowl, back of 
stem prick-dot engraved "MH", 19.3cm long, 1.5oz ,£1,000-1,200. 

 
 

N/S 
243. A William III lace-back trefid spoon by William Scarlett, 1697, ribbed rat-tail to bowl 

flanked by die-stamped scrolling foliage, front of stem with foliate scrollwork below a shell, 
inscribed along the length of the back of stem, above the marks, "Mary Den. Born 13 Sept 
95", 18.5cm long, loz. £600-800. 

 
 
 

N/S 
244. A William III trefid spoon by Jonathan Bradley; 1698, with ribbed and beaded rat-tail to 

bowl, back of stem initialled "T.W". £400-500. Provenance- Sir Clive Edwards Bt. Sold 
Phillips Auctioneers 7th July 2000, Lot 422.  

 
 

360 
245. A Charles I silver-gilt slip-top spoon by Jeremy Johnson, 1645, initialled to terminal "MG" 

over "AS", gilding of a later date, 16.9cm long, 1.25oz £600-800. 
 

1400 
246. A late 16th/early 17th Century Moor's head child's spoon, Maker's mark crescent enclosing a 

mullet in a wavy-edged punch, date letter indistinct, back of bowl engraved with initials 
"I.P" considerable wear and some pitting to end of bowl, the finial also worn, 11 8cm. long, 
0.5oz, £700-1,000. 

 
 
 

600 
247. A rare James I hoof-end spice or sugar spoon, 1617, with short curved stem and drop-shaped 

bowl, the bowl having been skilfully repaired across it's width, there are now only the date 
letter and leopard's head to back of bowl, the maker's mark and lion passant presumably 
having been lost in the repair, 9.8cm long, 0.5oz, £400-600. 

 
 
 

N/S 
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248. An early 18th Century wavy-end fork with three prongs, Maker's mark only rubbed, clearly 
a Huguenot, a crown over a fleur-de-lys over...(initials completely rubbed off), possibly for 
Daniel Garnier circa 1700, engraved with a lady's armorial, 17.4cm. long, 1.5oz,  £350-450. 

 
 

N/S 
249. A set of five late 17th Century trefid spoons by Thomas Allen, circa 1685, with notched" 

ears", inscribed on back of each stem with initials "W G A", ribbed rat-tail to back of bowls, 
maker's mark only visible on each spoon, three of the others with a second mark barely 
discernible of which one is certainly a lion passant (varying ware to rat-tails), 19.3cm long, 
8.5oz. (5) £1,000-1,200  

 
 
 
 

900 
250. A William III trefid spoon, Maker's mark partially rubbed, probably by Francis Archbold, 

1700, protruding "ears", ribbed rat-tail to bowl, back of stem engraved with large initials "R 
TE", 20.3cm long, 1.5oz. £300-400. 

 
 

280 
251. A William III trefid spoon by John Cory, 1696, of good gauge, with ribbed and beaded rat-

tail, engraved to back of stem with contemporary initials "S W:" over ":P:" over "II", the 
front of the wide splayed terminal engraved with a later armorial which is probably late 
18th/early 19th Century, 20cm long, 1.50z. £500-600. 

 
 
 

N/S 
252. An 18th Century Channel Islands trefid spoon by George Hamon (I), Jersey, circa 1788,  

Maker's mark GH crowned in square punch, ribbed rat-tail to back of bowl, engraved with 
initials "PLB" over date "1788", 175cm long, O.75oz. £150-200. 

 
 

220 
253. An 18th Century Channel Islands trefid spoon by Pierre Amiraux (II), Jersey, circa 1770, 

Maker's mark P.A in rectangle, engraved with initials "PLB", the ribbed rat-tail quite worn, 
17.5cm long, O.75oz £120-150. 

 
 

120 
254. A James II trefid spoon by John Clifton, 1686, back of stem initialled "CSM", the terminal 

with notched ears, the bowl with plain rat-tail, 19.7cm long, 1 75oz. £500-600. 
 

680 
255. A William III parcel-gilt decorated trefid spoon by Thomas Allen, 1698, gilding probably 

later, the bowl with ribbed rat-tail flanked by leafage, both sides of the stem engraved with 
trailing foliage and vacant oval cartouche on linear ground, 19.6cm, 1.25oz. £800-1,200. 

 
 

950 
 

 
 

256. A pair of James I parcel-gilt seal-top spoons, Maker's mark a crescent enclosing a mullet, 
1618, the massive decorated baluster seal terminals with plain discs on top, the latter later 
engraved with date "1618", prick-dotted in an attempt to simulate early 17th Century 
engraving, 18.1cm long, 4.5oz. (2) £1,500-2,000. 

 
 
 

1900 
257. A Charles I West Country apostle spoon, St. Peter; Exeter; circa 1640, the gilt apostle with 

espirit nimbus, back of bowl prick-dot engraved with initials above date "A.C" over "WG" 
over "1664", struck only in front of bowl with an Exeter town mark, crowned "X" with 
pellets either side within a pelleted circle. £600-800. 

 
 
 

1100 
 
 

.36. 



 
258. An Elizabeth I seal top spoon, Maker's mark crescent enclosing a mullet in shaped punch, 

1583 or 1592 (difficult to ascertain date letter as there appears to be a blob over the date 
letter on the right of the punch), the gilt seal top prick-dot engraved with monogram that 
appears to spell the surname HOMER (?), the seal terminal of fluted baluster form, interior 
of bowl gilt and traces of gilding to stem and back of bowl, 15.9cm, 1.25oz £1,000-1,200  

 
 
 
 

1400 
259. A Charles I unascribed Provincial seal-top spoon, Maker's mark I.H in pelleted circle, circa 

1630 (see Revised Jackson's P 517), the gilt seal finial with prick-dot initials "GR" over 
"EG", maker's mark only struck once in bowl, 16.7cm long, 1.5oz £500-600. 

 
 

520 
260. A Charles II seal top spoon by Francis Pile, 1661, with broad tapering stem, the fluted 

baluster seal terminal engraved on top with initials "RAK", 1675cm long, 1.5oz £500-600  
 

450 
 

 
 

389. A George III caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1814, plain Old English handle, "fish-tail" 
projection at base of handle, the rounded square bowl with projecting pieces at either side 
and at end of bowl, the bowl with bright-engraved band around a central roundel of 
diaperwork, 99cm long. £300-400. 

 
 
 

300 
390. A George III fiddle pattern caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1815, initialled "C", projecting 

"fish-tail" at base of handle, shaped circular bowl with wavy rim, prick-dot bands inside of 
bowl rim with occasional leaf motifs, centred by a large anthem ion, 9.8cm. £300-330. 

 
 

480 
391. A large George III caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1813, the short Old English pattern 

handle with vacant disc terminal, "fish-tail" projection at base of handle, the long pointed 
ovoid bowl engraved inside rim with band of wavy decoration and in centre with a trailing 
tea plant, 11.1 cm long. £300-400. 

 
 
 

360 
392. A George III caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1810, the plain circular bowl with wavy rim, 

the short Old English pattern handle with oval terminal, engraved with crest, "fish-tail" 
projection at base of handle above bowl, 8.9cm long. £220-250. 

 
 

220 
393. A pretty George IV caddy spoon by Joseph Taylor; Birmingham, 1822, the fluted bowl with 

engraved panel of leafage on stippled ground, the short, tapering handle with stiff leaf-
engraving beneath a vacant prick-dot edged oval cartouche. £200-220. 

 
 

260 
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394. A George III Old English pattern caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1814, initialled "O" to 

handle, "fish-tail" at base of handle, the rounded square bowl with prick- dot bands around 
inside of bowl rim, centred by a spray of three engraved vine leaves, 9.7cm long £300-400. 

 
 

320 
395. A George III fiddle pattern caddy spoon by Thomas James, 1815, initialled "W", "fish-tail" 

at base of handle, the circular bowl with wavy rim, inside rim of bowl with wavy prick-dot 
band and pendent foliate motifs, inner band engraved around a plain centre, 9.9cm £240-260 

 
 

400 
396. A large George III fiddle pattern caddy spoon, by Thomas James, 1812, the large pointed 

ovoid bowl with serrated projections around rim, fish-tail decoration at base of handle, band 
of wavy decoration engraved inside rim of bowl, centred by a flower head motif, £300-350. 

 
 

300 
397. A George III fiddle pattern caddy spoon by Joseph Taylor; Birmingham, 1818, the "Un 

shaped bowl rising to a dome below the handle, engraved in the bowl with a chain work 
band flanked by leafy panels separated by two narrow plain bands, all on a stippled ground, 
handle engraved with small initials "JS". £180-220. 

 
 
 

N/S 
398. A William IV fiddle pattern caddy spoon by Joseph Willmore, Birmingham, 1830, the 

rounded shovel bowl engraved with leafy sprays, the handle. £130-150. 
 

110 
399. A George III caddy spoon by Joseph Taylor; Birmingham, 1805, the rounded oblong bowl 

pierced with six-pointed stars around an octagonal prick-dot cartouche with incurved corners 
centred by initials "WP", plain tapering handle relieved by a simple leafy band to top, fully 
marked to back of bowl, maker's mark repeated to top of handle. £100-120. 

 
 
 

N/S 
400. A pretty George IV silver-gilt caddy spoon by Jeremiah 5cudamore, Birmingham, 1822, 

(maker's mark incuse J5), the fiddle and shell pattern handle decorated in low relief with 
leafage and trailing buds and flowers along it's length, the oval bowl with wavy rim, die-
stamped to resemble a flower with leaf and scroll decoration between each flute or "petal" 
£180-220. 

 
 
 
 

280 
401. A George III Old English pattern caddy spoon by Joseph Taylor; Birmingham, 1800, with 

feather-edge decoration to part of the border, top with initialled cartouche "HSI", prick-dot 
edging to rest of border, the oval bowl with vacant shield cartouche within wreath. £100-130 

 
 

90 
402. A Victorian caddy spoon, Birmingham, 1852, maker's mark partially hidden by the applied 

vine leaf to looped tendril handle, fluted bell-shaped bowl embossed with fruiting vines, gilt 
interior to bowl, 8.5cm long £240-260. 

 
 

240 
403. A Victorian parcel-gilt caddy spoon by Hilliard & Thomason, Birmingham, 1852, the handle 

modelled as a flowering stalk with bud and two leaves above a scalloped bowl decorated 
with a flower flanked by two leaves. £350-360. 

 
 

N/S 
404. A pretty George IV caddy spoon by Joseph Willmore, Birmingham, 1823, the oblong bowl 

engraved with leafy sprays and a single thistle, the rounded handle with vacant cartouche 
above pendent foliage. £220-240. 

 
 

260 
405. A George III fiddle pattern caddy spoon, by Joseph Taylor, Birmingham, 1812, the circular 

bowl with frame of stippling centred by a plain wavy band interspersed by stylised leaf 
motifs all around a plain centre, the handle engraved with trailing foliage beneath a shield-
shaped cartouche initialled "DAM". £240-260. 

 
 
 

300 
406. A George IV fiddle pattern caddy spoon by Francis Powell, 1822, the circular bowl with 

wavy edge, engraved with a frame of feathers encircling a large flower head. £250-270. 
 

400 
 

 
.38. 



 
Results for the Club Postal Auction  

for 19th November 2002 
 
 
Please not that the results price does not include the 10% buyer’s premium. 
 

Lot Estimate £ Reserve £ Bids received £ Results £ 

     
1. 60-80 45 66 55.50 
2. 60-80 45 48; 55; 65; 90 77.50 
3. 40-50 35 42;48;70 59.00 
4. 90-120 70 None Not sold 
5. 60-70 45 None Not sold 
6. 60-80 40 45;45;65 55.00 
7. 60-80 45 None Not sold 
8. 50-60 40 100 70.00 
9. 50-70 35 45 40.00 
10. 70-90 60 None Not sold 
11. 120-150 90 None Not sold 
12. 300-350 260 None Not sold 
13. 80-100 70 80; 90; 90; 92; 125 108.50 
14. 50-60 35 40; 40; 48; 55; 77 66.00 
15. 40-60 28 35; 35; 36; 80 58.00 
16. 80-100 60 64; 130 97.00 
17. 60-70 50 None Not sold 
18. 50-70 40 42 41.00 
19. 60-80 40 40; 48 44.00 
20. 45-55 35 40 37.50 
21. 40-50 35 None Not sold 
22. 40-50 30 40 35.00 
23. 60-70 45 45; 58 51.50 
24. 30-60 25 42 33.50 
25. 30-50 30 None Not sold 
26. 90-100 90 None Not sold 
27. 40-60 40 None Not sold 
28. 30-50 30 45 37.50 
29. 15-35 15 18; 25 21.50 
30. 20-30 20 None Not sold 
31. 20-30 20 None Not sold 
32. 30-50 30 None Not sold 
33. 40-60 30 32 31.00 
34. 100-140 85 85 85 
35. 120-140 90 None Not sold 
36. 60-80 50 None Not sold 
37. 110-140 85 90 87.50 
38. 1000-1300 850 None Not sold 
39. 50-60 48 None Not sold 
40. 60-80 45 55; 72 63.50 
41. 45-50 40 65 52.50 
42. 40-50 35 None Not sold 
43. 35-45 25 25; 30; 35; 36; 38; 37.50 
44. 20-30 15 20; 20 20.00 
45. 55-65 45 55 50.00 
46. 30-40 25 None Not sold 
47. 40-50 35 45 40.00 
48. 50-60 45 75 60.00 
49. 30-50 25 30; 32; 40 36.00 
50. 10-15 8 16; 25 20.50 
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The next Club Postal Auction will take place  

on Friday 7th March 2003 
 
Members are invited to submit their Lot(s) for the next postal auction by posting or 
delivering by hand up until the 24th January 2003. Please provide clearly a full and 
comprehensive description, if possible, of your various lots, remembering to note all 
relevant facts such as makers, dates and interesting features etc and reserve. Also please 
clearly state your name, address and telephone number. Never intentionally submit repaired, 
damaged, burnished or mediocre items as such will not sell. 
 
Please note that vendors will not have to pay postage for items dispatched to the buyers. 
 
Vendors 
• Commissioned is charged at 10% + VAT of the sale price. 
• Vendors are paid immediately we have received payment; please note that there may be a delay 

in settlement where lots have been purchased by overseas members, or where a lot has been 
rejected by a U.K. member thus necessitating a further offer to an under bidder.  

• Items for which no bids have been received will be posted back to you, within a week of the 
sale. 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
 

“The Dish ran away with the Spoon” 
 

 
Courtesy of Christies, New York 

 
Mrs Valentine-Smith wins a bottle of Fortnum & Mason Champagne for her entry in the Caption 
Competition “The Dish ran away with the Spoon.” There were many entries which were all 
entertaining to read with a very close second, entered by Terry & Mary Haines, “Following the 
resignation of Ian Duncan Smith, Conservative Party Central Office express every confidence 
in their new leader, pictured above.” 
 

-o-o-o-o-o-o- 
The Finial is the illustrated bi-monthly journal of “The Silver Spoon Club of Great Britain” 

Published and printed by ‘The Silver Spoon Club’ 
26 Burlington Arcade, Mayfair, London, W1J OPU. 

Tel: 020 7491 1720    Fax: 020 7491 1730    Email:silverspoonclub@bexfield.co.uk 
All views expressed are those of the authors and not necessarily those of The Finial. 
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